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What's it all about? 


Prestel is about information. 

Information on just about everything you want to know, need to know or would like to know. 

Facts that you will use every day as well as information on a whole range of more specialised 
subjects that you're almost certain to need from time to time. 

The way Prestel gets all this information to you is simplicity itself. All you need is a telephone 
and a television. The television set you use will bring you all your usual BBC and ITV programmes 
but will have been specially equipped to receive Prestel too. 

So by pressing a few buttons on a small key pad (it looks a bit like a calculator) the information 
you need pops up on your TV screen. 

Whatwill ittell me? 

Because Prestel is linked to a computer there is almost no limit to the amount of information it can 
store, and to which you can have access. 

There are already more than 150 organisations providing information to the Prestel computer. 

Between them they have booked over 180,000 Prestel pages. And every page of information 
which is fed into the computer is available to you to call up on your TV screen. 

And even though this is an impressive amount of knowledge to have, quite literally, at your finger 
tips, it will of course increase. 

In fact the system will be quite capable of providing over one million separate pages of information 
in the future. 

What's more with Prestel you can be sure that all the news and information you get is up to date. 

That's because the information Prestel brings you is regularly up-dated. 

So a change in the weather forecast for example, or even the latest cricket score is fed into the 
system almost as soon as it happens. 

All of which means that you get up to the minute information in seconds. 



Who is it for? 


Prestel is for everyone. 

Busy mothers can check out prices before they go shopping or their children can use Prestel 
to help them with their homework. 

Gardeners will have a constant source of information on what they should be doing at any 
particular time of the year. 

Whole families can choose and even book their holidays through Prestel. 

And of course holidays are not the only entertainment that you can plan. Prestel will provide 
you with listings for theatres, cinemas, sporting events, exhibitions and just about anything else 
that may be going on. 

Much of the information will be of general interest, but minority interests are also well catered for. 

Having all this kind of information constantly available in your own home means that, whoever you 
are, and whatever your interests, you'll be better informed. 

And even though the kind of information you will get from Prestel may be available from other 
sources too, no other source will deliver it so quickly or so conveniently. 

What will it cost? 

TV sets that are ready made to receive Prestel are already in production, and obviously they will 
cost more than ordinary sets. 

When you actually use Prestel in your home or office you will be charged at the local telephone 
rate, whenever there is a Prestel service within your local telephone area. That's because Prestel 
uses your telephone line to link yourTV to the computer. 

In addition there is a similarly small charge made for the Prestel service itself. 

Finally, each organisation providing information to Prestel will normally make a charge for each 
page of information you call up. (Although some organisations will provide their information free 
of charge.) 

But Prestel will always tell you how much each page will cost before you call it. 
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How Prestel makes for better business 


The introduction of the Prestel service has a special significance for the business community. 

From market intelligence to airline schedules, from manufacturing and service industry guides to 
foreign exchanges rates, there are literally thousands of Prestel pages with an immediate and very 
practical relevance to the successful and efficient running of businesses, both large and small. 

There will be very specific technical information for example. And there will also be more 
generalised business news, development reports and legal facts and advice. 

And the business man with a Prestel TV set in his home as well as in his office will have all this 
information constantly available to him. 

Even so, rapid access to vital information is really only half the story. 

The fact that Prestel is based on the existing network of telephone lines, means that it is 
a two-way service. 

So a company can sell its goods and services off the screen to Prestel users. 

It also means that it will be possible in the near future for a company to have its own Prestel-linked 
'programmable' terminal. 

These terminals will be simple to operate and able to take programs directly from the Prestel 
computer, making them available for regular off-line use by the company. 

Such programs might be for stock control, accounting systems or indeed any other complex 
administrative task that can be simplified by a computer. 

In fact Prestel will make the benefits of computers available to a far wider range of businesses 
than ever before. 

Even relatively small businesses that up till now have been unable to afford their own 
computer services. 

And of course in the future Prestel will become an international as well as a national medium of 
two-way communication. 

Which means that the opportunities it opens up for better business will continue to increase. 



How you use it 

The way you find the information you need on Prestel has been made marvellously simple. 

Using your key pad, you call up the Prestel index onto your screen. 

Every category of information shown in the index has its own number. Press the number on your 
key pad and you get the section you want. 

Once you have found your subject, you can continue to narrow it down until you reach the precise 
page that you need. 

There are also printed directories which will help you to reach the page you need without using 
the screen index. You use a Prestel directory in much the same way as you use a telephone 
directory. Simply look up your subject, press the number that it's given, and watch the information 
come up on your screen. 

Thefuture with Prestel 

Even though Prestel is an invaluable and incredibly vast source of information already, the future 
holds even more exciting prospects. 

One of the uses for Prestel that will come into operation very soon is shopping off the screen. 

You will be able to place orders via Prestel for goods or services advertised on screen and even 
pay for them by transmitting your credit card number. 

The addition of a larger key pad will enable you to transmit messages to other Prestel users. 

And a special audio recorder which can be attached to their set will even record these messages 
if they are not at home when you send them. So they can read them on their TV and reply when 
they get back. This too is a development that is likely to occur in the near future. 

You will also be able to get an extension to the system that will print out any page on the screen 
onto paper, so that you can take it away and act on it, or file it for future reference. 

By the early 1980's the number of pages available on the UK system alone could be numbered 
in millions. 

Prestel will also become international, giving you access to information stored on computers 
throughout the world. All of which will always be available within seconds. 
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Ceefax and Oracle 
are one way broadcast 
services sent out on 
the same transmission 
as conventional TV 
programmes 





The Prestel computer 
is capable of providing 
over one million pages 
of information 


The Post Office telephone 
network. Eventually every 
telephone subscriber will be 
able to receive Prestel 


The Prestel TV set is also 
able to receive conventional 
TV programmes as well 
as Ceefax and Oracle 


User requests information 

Computer sends a Prestel page by return 


A keypad is used to select 
pages and can work by remote 
control or can be connected 
directly to the TV set 


Independent organisations 
contribute information directly 
from their own offices 


When a Prestel Call is 
being made the telephone 
is engaged 


How does it work? 


Prestel uses ordinary telephone lines to link your Prestel TV set with a computer. 

Making the connection from telephone to television is no more complicated than fitting an ordinary 
telephone extension. (Shared service customers should consult the Post Office.) 

Inside a Prestel TV set there is a decoder which converts the information sent by the computer 
into pages of text on your TV screen. 

How does Prestel differ from Ceefax and Oracle? 

Ceefax and Oracle are the teletext services that are supplied by the BBC and ITV Prestel is a 
viewdata service supplied by the Post Office. 

A TVset that is equipped to receive Prestel will normally be able to receive the teletext services too. 
But sets able to receive Ceefax and Oracle do not necessarily receive Prestel. 

The main difference between the two services is that Prestel is a two-way system, using telephone 
lines. So it gives users the opportunity to conduct a 'conversation' with the Prestel computer and 
eventually with other Prestel users. 

Ceefax and Oracle are, on the other hand, one way broadcast services which are sent out on 
the same transmission as conventional TV programmes. In practice they are like TV newspapers 
supplying relatively small quantities of constantly updated information which will be 
predominately news. 

Although Prestel also supplies news, it is by comparison an enormous library of information to 
which a subscriber can refer at any time. 

How can I receive the Prestel service? 

The Prestel service is gradually coming into use in a number of the main population centres 
throughout the country and it will be extended until it eventually becomes available everywhere. 

If you want to find out when it is to become available in your own particular area, call the telephone 
operator and ask for Freefone 2043. 

And if you want to obtain your own Prestel TV set look for a TV dealer or TV rental company 
displaying the Prestel sign. 




Prestel and the Prestel symbol are trademarks 
of the Post Office viewdata service 
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